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Vertical Distribution of the White Peach Scale, Pseudaulacaspis pentagona (Targioni),
on Tea Plants

Akihito OZAWA!

Abstract

Vertical distribution of the white peach scale, Pseudaulacaspis pentagona (Targioni), on tea plants

was investigated, and the relationship between the elimination rate of the scale by pruning and depth of

pruning were estimated on the basis of the distribution data. The most abundant number of the scales

on a tea plant was found at a position a little above the mid part of the tea bush, and there were few

scales on young branches in the stratum of leaves and around the lower part of plants. The elimination

rate of the scales by pruning increased with depth of pruning from the top of a bush. When 70%, 60%

and 50% of branches from the top of a bush were pruned, it was suggested that elimination rates were

80%, 70% and 60 %, respectively.
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Fig. 1. Pruning patterns of tea bushes and investigation method for vertical distribution of white peach scales, Pseudaulacaspis

pentagona, on tea bushes. First, tea bushes are sampled from a tea field, second, branches are cut and divided into

approximately 10 cm intervals and third, the number of the scales are counted on each of the branch intervals.
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Fig. 2. Vertical distribution of female adults of the white peach scale, Pseudaulacaspis pentagona, on five tea bushes (No. 1-5). The

bars show numbers of the scales on each bush.
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Fig. 3. Relationship between depth of pruning and elimination
rate of the white peach scale, P. pentagona, by pruning.
Dotted lines show the investigated data for five bushes
and the solid line shows their mean.
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